
THE WASTE MANAGEMENT INDUSTRY 
IS A MAJOR PLAYER IN THE ECONOMY

Innovation, technology, economic growth

$1 BILLION
1

A N N U A L  T U R N O V E R  

Similar in economic value
to the �shing and  

aquaculture industries
4,800

people employed

DIVERTING WASTE FROM LANDFILL
CREATES JOBS2

10,000
tonnes of waste recycled

= 9.2
direct FTE jobs created

10,000

million tonnes of material
from land�ll in 2015-16

= 2.8
direct FTE jobs 

created

OUR RECYCLING RATES ARE AMONG
THE BEST IN THE WORLD3

Helped divert
more than 3.91 

This is one of the highest 
diversion rates in Australia

IT’S THE PATH TOWARDS MEETING
OUR TARGET OF REDUCING WASTE
TO LANDFILL
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35%
2003

OUR NEW WASTE TARGETS 
FOR 20205

Commercial and industrial waste target:
80% diversion by 2020

Municipal solid waste target:
70% diversion by 2020

Construction and 
demolition waste target:
90% diversion by 2020

Waste generation
5% reduction per person 

THIS WASTE STRATEGY WILL HELP 
IMPROVE OUR HEALTH, OUR 
ENVIRONMENT AND OUR ECONOMY
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1.18 million tonnes of C02-e

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

15,130 Terajoules 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF ABOUT

12,720 Megalitres

WATER SAVINGS OF ABOUT

Metals

$64.1m

Cardboard
& Paper

$50.1m

Organics

$38.7m

Masonry

$18.1m

Separately
Reported

Materials &
Clean Fill

$14.4m

Glass

$5.8m

Plastic

$11.2m

Other Materials

$0.6m

tonnes of waste sent 
to land�ll

2020

RESOURCE  RECOVERY RESULTS
IN ECONOMIC BENEFITS7

greenindustries.sa.gov.au

by 2020

The total direct market value of resource recovered 
materials in 2015-16 was $203 million.

Our resource recovery track record for 2015-16 
is impressive resulting in these savings:

FAST FACTS ABOUT 
RECYCLING IN

SOUTH AUSTRALIA


